S A

Wﬂk‘&l"ﬁd’.fﬁ"ﬁiﬁi{#* BepEmITR

me -~

%6  JOUANAL bF PROCEEDINGS.  [Feb.s,

first establishment of the Library, it has been the practice of the
Librarian to dispose of what a resolution of tbe[.egi«la‘tt'lre of
1832 terms the surplus volumes by way of sale or exchange for
other works needed in the Library. The State has thus disposed
of the Reports of the State Reporter; it has thus dealt with its of-
ficer, created for its use, whom if any one, it must desire to én-
courage and sustain. It has thus dealt with its own Reporter
without a word of exeeption to this eourse from “t'hat officer, not-
withstanding the very large pecuniary advantage to be derived to
himself, if the State ‘were compelled to keeprupon the shelyes of,
its Library the surplus fifty or one hundred copies,of his reports,
and suffered him to go into the market with a‘monopoly of the
work to exdct of the members of the Bar whatever pfice he might
under such circumstances. It is difficult to conceive a reason why
the Maryland Chancery Decisions should -not be dealt with in the

- same way; and why the publishers of them should be favored at

so large a cost to the State, by the-grant of a privilege, which the
State does not grant to its own Reporter. The work of reporting
and publishing thes¢ Chantery Degisions was undertaken by pri-
vate enterprise for private profit. The State did‘not originate it.
For all the volunfes purchased by it, it has paid a liberal pfice;"a

rice, perhaps-equal to that paid fonthe Ié’eaw'r York Reports of

ohnson, or the Reports of the Supreme Couff containing the
opinions of Judge Marshall and Judge Taney. Itpurchased them
without any reservation or condition in favor of the vendors, It
réquired in'them a property as absdlute as is known to ourlaw. It
had a perfect right to dispose of them. 'The advautage to thé Li-
beary of disposing of them 1s mnnifest; as thereby the Staterac-
quires works of value and in daily use, and parts with supernu-
merary volumes which if they were retained in thie Library, might
lie upon the shelves without being used until they were worm-
eaten or consumed away to dust. With these views the Legisla-
ture atan early period after the establishment of the Library passed
a resolution entitled, wEL B

«A Resolution authorizing the Librarian to dispose of the sur-
plus books remaining iix the State Library.”’, - AT
By thid resolution pisSed on the 6k o March 1832, the Libra-
vian’ was authorized to diig:ée of, under the direction of the joint
committee on the State Library, all the sarplus books with' egrtain
Qﬂ?ﬁdﬂ{ therein mentioned, and to lay out the proceeds under

he dir ction of the joint ¢ mmittee in tge’ yurchase of law books
and other works for the library. Ulider the resolution as I'un-
dérstand has_ atisen the' rdctice of the State' Librarian which has
E&.ﬁm‘gﬁa mzs,dt-tli\k 5ii of ‘impeachient to the piesent time.
Tt would beé rmpossi {é‘ “the Library Committee togive special
directions in ri erenéﬁ.wﬁ&ch' particalar trangartion of sale or ex.
changeas suchinight be proposed in the Recess.of the Legislatures.
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